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POLYGON

divides and develops an embryo, which ripens
into a seed. This transference of pollen is
called pollination.

Most plants are cross-fertilized; that is, re-
production depends upon the transference of
pollen from one flower to another. In such
case the pollen is carried by insects, birds,
wind or other agencies. Plants that require
to be cross-fertilized usually have brightly-
colored flowers or sweet-scented blossoms con-
taining nectar, to attract the insect. Bees are
the chief agency in plant pollination; and
nature, in providing this means of propaga-
tion, has made the bee so discriminating that
it never mixes honey, but gathers a load of
nectar from only one sort of flower, and so
carries the golden pollen cells, which often
are sprinkled over it like dust, where they are
needed. When a flower contains both ele-
ments necessary for fertilization, the plant
is said to be self-pollinated. See CROSS FER-
TILIZATION.

POLL TAX, a tax levied by the head. Pott
is the old English word meaning head. Most
taxes are levied on property or income; the
poll tax, on the contrary, is one levied upon
each person in a state regardless of his fi-
nancial worth. The Congress of the United
States has never levied a poll tax, "but in
most states of the Union there is such a tax,
varying from fifty cents to three dollars. In
some states a poll tax is prohibited by law.

PO'LO, a ball game played on horseback
on the same principles as hockey. It IG the
most ancient of all games of stick and ball,
having had its origin in Persia, where certain
odes, believed to antedate the Christian Era,
sang of the glories of the game. In England
and America its introduction is of compar-
atively recent date, where it has found great
favor among the wealthy.

The players drive the ball forward and
backward by means of a mallet, or stick
with a cigar-shaped head eight or nine inches
long and two inches thick and with a crook
at the end. These mallets are about four feet
four inches long. The ponies are ridden at
full speed and eight men try to drive the ball
between the goals at opposite ends of the field.
Good polo ponies are very expensive, for they
must be quick, strong, active and thoroughly
trained; in fact, a good horse takes as much
interest in the game as his master and follows
the ball with almost the same zest. The riders
change their horses at the end of each period.
S<}e WATER POLO.

POLO, MARCO (about 1250-1324), a Ve-
netian traveler, born of noble family. His
father, Niccolo, and his uncle, Maffeo Polo,
were merchant seamen, whose business took
them to distant ports. On one of their trips
they visited China, where they were well re-
ceived by Ivublai Khan. In 1271 they made a
second trip to China, taking Marco with them.
The boy rapidly learned the language and
customs of the country and became a favorite
with the Great I-Chan, who employed him on
various missions to neighboring princes. He
made him governor of a province in Eastern
China, an appointment Marco held for three
years. In 1292 the three Polos accompanied
an escort of a Mongolian princess to Persia.
Learning of Kublai's death, they resolved to
return home, and they reached Venice in 1295.
In the following year Marco Polo took part
in a naval battle against Genoa, and was taken
prisoner. During his captivity he dictated
" to a fellow prisoner an account of all his
travels. After his liberation he returned to
Venice, where he died. The Book of Marco
Polo created a powerful thirst for adventure.
Many believed that the wonderful stories were
fabricated, but later travelers testified to their
genuineness as history.

POLYGAMY, po lig'a mi, the practice of
having two or more wives at one time. Polyg-
amy was not prohibited in ancient Greece^
but it was rare, the same thing was true of
Rome and of the early Germanic peoples.
Among many Eastern peoples, on the other
hand, it was customary, and in certain eases
was enjoined as a social duty. However, it
was never general, as only the rich could pro-
vide for several wives. Mohammedans favor
polygamy, as do the Mormons, who prac-
ticed it openly until 1890, when laws were
passed forbidding it. See MORMONS.

POLYGON, pol'igon, a plane figure
bounded by straight sides. Polygons are
called triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons or
hexagons, according as they have three, four,
five or sis sides. The sum of the bounding1
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lines of a polygon are called the perimeter.
The junctions of the sides of the polygon
are called its vertices; the angles formed by
the meeting of any two sides are the angles
of the polygon. If the sides of a polygon are